Pathophysiology and classification of emphysema.
Current research is providing new understanding in the pathophysiology of emphysema, and this knowledge will be translated in finding better modalities of therapy for patients currently affected by COPD. The single best effort that can alter the course of COPD is promoting policies to remove smoking as an available option to young people, before they become addicted and thus prey of tobacco-producing companies. Landmark studies like NETT and the GOLD initiative are providing tool classify emphysema in the context of physiological criteria and possible therapeutic alternatives.